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East Asia Regional Geography of William Dampier
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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to examine the content of East Asian geography described by William
Dampier who contributed to the development of Enlightenment geography. For this, I reviewed the geography
contents of East Asia described by Dampier. As a result of the study, Dampier’s maps on trade winds and ocean
current provide invaluable description about East Asian maritime information at the time, and he defined that
typhoons and hurricanes were same phenomena as the same type of tropical storm. I have also confirmed that
detailed information of politics, religion, commerce, etc. that can not be found in other navigation narrative is
described. The contents dealt in his travel reports can be used as a material on the future study for the British
perception of EFast Asia of the eighteenth century.
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