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Abstract : The urban-rural consolidated cities were established in 1995 with the implementation of local
autonomy in South Korea in order to enhance the convenience of residents’ lives and to promote balanced
development of both urban and rural areas. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the urban spatial structure
of 54 urban-rural consolidated cities in South Korea in terms of urban sprawl. For it, all urban-rural consolidated
cities were explored with population density and employment density in 2000, 2010, and 2020 by using the
density-based sprawl measurement. As the analysis result, the sprawl values in population density tended to
continue to increase, while the sprawl values in employment density continued to decrease with some variation
in urban size in the urban-rural consolidated cities.
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